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Our Town News
Changes to refuse/recycling collection routes  

to take effect the week of October 10th
The Borough has received many complaints about the service received from Waste 
Management.  At the request of Borough Council, Waste Management (WM) representatives 
attended the August 9th Borough Council meeting to discuss the issue of poor service.  They 
were asked to review the current refuse/recycling program and suggest any changes that could 
be made to improve efficiency and quality of service.

They agreed that they need to do better for the Borough, but the issues of driver shortages have 
caused difficulties in meeting the challenges.  They also discussed the obstacles they have with 
yard waste collection and their efforts to improve it.

Their proposal to help improve the service was to change the current five-day collection 
schedule to a four-day schedule.  They cited Friday as being their busiest day and Wednesday 
being their lightest day so, eliminating Friday out of the Palmyra schedule would allow WM to 
use the day for catching up. Their proposal would be to combine the Wednesday and Thursday 
routes into Wednesday and move the Friday route to Thursday.  The change would allow WM 
to bring two trucks into Palmyra on Wednesday.  Borough Council is willing to try the schedule 
change at their request.  

Effective the week of October 10th, the Borough refuse/recycling collection will change to a 
4-day service route.  Residents that have been on the Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday route 
will not be affected by the service route change.

• Residents that have collection service on Thursday, will change to Wednesday.  
• Residents with collection service on Friday will change to Thursday.  

A map highlighting the new routes has been included in this newsletter.

What can Palmyra residents do to help WM improve their service?

• Place refuse/recycling out the night before your collection day.
• Place all cans/bags along the alley or street.  WM will not walk on private property.
• Only three 33-gallon cans/bags and one oversized item allowed per week. Purchase 

appropriate tags for extra bags or large items and place the tags on items for collection.
• Make sure only current recyclable material is placed in the recycling can.  Otherwise, is it 

considered contaminated and will be collected with refuse. “When in doubt – Throw it out”!
• Break down all corrugated cardboard and bundle

Landlords – please make sure all your tenants follow the rules for refuse & recycling.

For more information, please visit the Borough website at www.palmyraborough.org and click on 
the Refuse/Recycling link.

CHIPPING - Week of October 24th
The Borough will continue to provide chipping service the last full week of the month. There is no need to contact the 
Borough office and register for chipping service. The Public Works crew asks that all residents place their chipping 
out for collection by Monday morning at 7 AM during the designated weeks.  Collection is for limbs 1”-12” in diameter 
and more than 4 ft.  All branches must be neatly stacked in the regular refuse collection area with cut ends facing one 
direction towards the street or alley.  The Borough will no longer collect tree stumps.

FALL LEAF COLLECTION
Fall Leaf collection has begun and will continue through the end of the season.  Helpful Hint:  Please do not park close 
to the piles of leaves along the curb.  It is difficult for the leaf collection vehicle to remove the leaves from between 
parked cars.

WHITE GOODS PICKUP
The Borough now offers white goods collection through the contract with Waste Management.  White goods are de-
fined as large appliances, including the clothes washers/dryers, dishwashers, freezers, refrigerators, stoves, ovens, 
hot water heaters, air conditioners, dehumidifiers, furnaces, and electrical heaters.  

Collection of white goods will be curbside.  Any item placed for collection MUST have a special service tag for each 
item.  The tag is $15.00 per item and can be purchased at the Borough office. Waste Management is scheduled to col-
lect white goods on October 19th.   

WASTE MANAGEMENT HOLIDAY TRASH DELAYS
Waste Management holidays are Thanksgiving Day (Thursday, November 24 - Thursday’s route will be collected on 
Friday) and Christmas Day (Sunday, December 25, 2022). Collection will shift by one day depending on the day in 
which the holiday occurs.  

Please contact the Borough office at (717) 838-6361 if you have any questions.

Yardwaste Collection
Yard Waste Guidelines

Waste Management provides yard waste services two weeks per month 
through the summer/fall months. These yard waste guidelines still 
apply:
• No bags or boxes will be accepted – only open containers not  
      exceeding 33-gallons in size
• Yard waste containers may not have lids and must be marked with 

the complete word “yard waste” in large letters on all sides of the can.  Stickers are available at the Borough office at no 
charge.

• All yard waste containers must have drainage holes in the bottom of the can and must have graspable handles of 
adequate strength for lifting.

• Plants, twigs, and any bush trimmings smaller than 1” diameter, must be placed in open containers not exceeding 
45-pounds, or, bound together in bundles not exceeding 4-feet in length or 45-pounds in weight using cotton or sisal twine 
only.  Bagged items and unbound loose piles will not be picked-up! 

• Pumpkins, gourds, hay bales, and other vegetation used for seasonal decorations will be collected as yard waste.

25-gallon blue recycling and yellow yard waste cans are available for purchase at the Borough office for a cost of $15.00 
each.  The Borough also sells 32-gallon red refuse cans for $20.00 each.  Have your own can?  The Borough offers free 
stickers to highlight recycling or yard waste cans for easier identification.  

Fall 2022Borough Services Schedule
October - December 2022

PLACE YARD WASTE CONTAINERS OUT  THE  
NIGHT BEFORE THE FOLLOWING WEEKS BEGIN:

October 10th October 24th
November 14th November 28th
December 12th



 

Wood Chipping -- A dangerous task!
Every year, from April until Fall, the Borough Public Works crew offers chipping service to residents.  The 
requirements are to place chipping out for collection on Monday of the chipping week and only place limbs 1” 
to 12” in diameter and more than 4 feet long out for collection.

The last requirement – more than 4 feet in length – is probably the most important requirement. 

The process of wood chipping is when the limbs or branches from trimmed trees are fed into a chute on the 
chipping machine, while rotating blades grind the wood.  Mobile chippers shred branches and tree trimmings 
into mulch. 

According to the CDC, these mobile chippers pose potential dangers to operators.  They analyzed 11 years 
of data from the Bureau of Labor Statics and determined 31 occupational injury deaths were attributable to 
mobile chippers.  One death is too many.

The most common traumatic injuries are amputations and fractures while feeding brush into the chipper. 
Fingers and hands were the appendages most likely injured while feeding brush into the chipper.  Most of 
these were “caught-ins,” where the fingers and hands were pulled into the rollers.  The Borough provides the 
public works employees with the proper training, machine maintenance, and the use of personal protective 
equipment for this task.  

To assist the Borough in keeping the employees safe, all limbs and branches must be longer than 4 feet in 
length, with all cut ends facing toward the street.  This eliminates the need for employees to get too close to 
the chute.  

Please play by the rules to help protect Borough employees.

Who’s responsible for the weeds along the curb line?
Every year the Borough office receives complaints about weeds that grow tall on the street side of the curb-
line.  Borough Council consulted with the Borough Solicitor on who is responsible to take care of these 
weeds.  There are various areas within the Pennsylvania Borough Code, which is the law that governs all 
Boroughs, that reference sidewalks, abutting property and/or abutting real estate.  The short answer is…the 
homeowner is responsible.
This is considered part of property maintenance and an important aspect in pride of ownership.  Clearing the 
curb-line of high weeds improves the appearance of every property, every block, and the entire community.  

Citizen’s Fire Company #1 Annual Open House 
Sunday, October 9th from 1:00 - 3:00 PM

The community is invited to the 2022 Fire Prevention Open House. Take the opportunity 
 to meet your local firefighters and firehouse personnel, walk through the firehouse,  

check out the apparatus and equipment, collect children’s fire prevention handouts, and more.

Rental Registration Reminder 
Applications are due by November 30, 2022 for 2023 

According to the Borough Ordinance, owners of residential rental units shall apply for a residential rental 
license from the Borough by November 30th of each year.  Applications submitted by November 30th will be 
valid for the 2023 calendar year.  The owner of a building containing more than one residential rental unit 
may file a single application for all the residential rental units in such building, but the $50 fee is required 
PER UNIT.  

Rental property owners that rent to family members are required to register their tenant, but the fee has been 
waived.  Owner’s family is defined as spouse, son, daughter, owner’s parents or owner’s in-laws. 

Vacant properties are also required to be registered and pay a $200 fee per property, per year.  A vacant 
property is defined as a building or structure where no person or persons actually currently conducts a 
lawfully licensed business or lawfully resides or lives in any part of the building as the legal or equitable 
owner(s) or tenant-occupant(s) or owner-occupants or tenant(s) on a permanent, non-transient basis.

New tenants and/or change of ownership are required to be reported to the Borough within 10 days of the 
change.  

All required application and forms to comply with the rental property license ordinance or tenant changes are 
available on the Borough’s website at www.palmyraborough.org. 

Crossing Guards Wanted
This is a paid position within the Palmyra Police Department. Crossing guards 
earn $13.49 per hour.  Interested candidates must be able to promote positive 
interactions with school children, enforce crosswalk rules, be able to stand for 
long periods of time outdoors and to communicate well with others.  For more 
information, please contact the Palmyra Police Department at 717-838-8188 from 
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM Monday through Friday.

November 11th - Veterans day
November 24th - Thanksgiving Day

November 25th – Day after Thanksgiving
December 26th – Christmas Day (observed)

Trick or Treat 
Thursday, October 27, 2022 

6:00 to 8:00 PM 
 (rain date 10/31)

The Palmyra Police Department would like to remind all ghosts and goblins 
 to practice safety when trick or treating by following these tips:

• Wear comfortable shoes     • Carry a flashlight     • Wear something with a reflector on it
• Do not cross the street in the middle of the block – cross at the crosswalks

• Always trick or treat with an adult     • Never go into a stranger’s house
• Throw away any homemade or unwrapped treats     

And remember, do not knock-on doors where the porch light is turned off!
 

The Borough office 
will be closed on the 
following holidays:

 


